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Hello, this is Governor Jennifer Granholm. 
 
This first week of May is “Cover the Uninsured Week,” a nationwide effort to raise awareness 
about the human cost and the economic cost of an estimated 46 million Americans who lack 
access to basic health coverage.  In Michigan, and across America, both costs are simply 
staggering, and we need to do something about them, now.   
 
We’ve all see the glass jars or plastic containers next to cash registers at the local convenience 
store, placed there in desperation by an uninsured family trying to raise money for their child’s 
leukemia treatment or their aunt’s breast cancer treatment.  There should be no glass jars begging 
for quarters for health care in the richest nation on earth.  No American family, no family in 
Michigan, should be forced to beg for medical care. 
 
We need to cover the uninsured because it is a moral imperative.  But we know that it’s also an 
economic imperative. 
 
The cost of health care has been increasing by a staggering 10 percent a year.  And the impact of 
that increase on Michigan’s businesses is equally staggering.  The Big Three, for instance, paid 
$10 billion for employee and retiree health care in 2004. 
 
In Michigan, we’re proud to lead the way in the search for innovative and uniquely American 
solutions to the cost of healthcare.  In just three years, we have extended affordable prescription 
drug coverage and health care coverage to more than 292,000 people.  That includes 35,000 
citizens that are taking advantage of the MIRX prescription drug discount card. 
 
Expanding access to affordable health care to every citizen is also part of my overall economic 
plan.  Today, families with insurance pay an extra $730 a year to cover the cost of the uninsured.  
Businesses foot that bill as well.  Expanding health coverage in Michigan will lower the cost for 
everyone.   
 
We're already taking the first steps to make sure that Michigan has universal access to affordable 
health insurance, by creating a new insurance product: the Michigan First Health Care Plan.  That 
plan will cover hundreds of thousands of uninsured citizens through a new financial partnership 
with the federal government.   
 
We’re currently in negotiations with the feds, and I look forward to their approval this new plan, 
because nothing is more important to Michigan’s citizens, or to Michigan’s economy, than 
improving access to affordable health care.   
 
It’s a moral issue for our families, it’s a competitiveness issue for our businesses – and, as 
Governor, it’s an issue that I’m going to continue to fight for, on behalf of all our citizens. 
 
Thank you for listening.   
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